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'LETTER 


Sent to the on, | 66.27 


KING 
11 Frem M. F. 


Here is allo thereunto Annexed a Paper 


- written unto the Magiſtrates in 166 4. 
which was chen Priuted, and ſhould have 


been diſperſed,but was prevenc- 
ed by wicked hands. 


7 


By M. F. 


P AV; 
They judge not the cauſe of the Fatherleſs, and the right of yo,w. 

the needy they do not judge. 
Shall not 1 viſit for the e things ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my 

foul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this. Jere 5. 29. and 


Ifa. 1. 24 - 

There _ King ſaved by the multitude of an Hoſt, a mighty Mn is 
not delivered by much firength, but bleſſed is the Nation whoſe God is 
the Lord, and the People whom be hath choſen for bis Inberitance.P[.; 3. 

Many are the deviſes of Man, bit the counſel of the Lord will ftand, 
Prov, 19. 21. 


This was delivered to the Xiag, the 29th. of 
- - the 6. Month, 1666 by Elizaberb Stubbs, 


—_—— 
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A Letter ſent to the ing from M. F.&. 
© Kinos CHARLES, 


1 deſire thee to read this ovir, which may be for thy 
ſatisfation and projit. 


N the fear of the Lord God ſtand ſtill, and confider, what 
thou and you have-been doing theſe (ix years, {11ce the Lord 
brought you peacea'ly into this Realm, and made you Ru- 
lers over this People, The righteous eye of. the Almighty 
hath been over yo, and hath (een all your doings and ations, 

What Lawes have you made or changed, fave ſuch as have laid 
oppreſli>n and bondage on the Conſciences of Gods People ? and 
that of no leſs penalty then Baniſhment out of their Native Country, 
The greateſt crime that you could find with the People of God, 
was, that they obeyed and worſhiped Chriſt Feſus; (o that the great- 
eſt troke that hath appeared of your |: ſt:ce hath been upon ſuch 
a5 you counted Offenders for worſhiping of God ; In ſo much that 
ſeveral of your Judges of the Land have ſeveral times,ſaid in open 
Court to any that did confeſs that they met to worſhip the Lord God, 
That, tht was crime enough, whereby they could proceed to Ban= 
ihment ; and when it was asked in open Court ; whether it was 
now become a tranſgr« ſim. or a crime in England t0 wo-ſhip God, He 
that was then the Chief Juſtice of England anſwered ; Pes, yes z 
Ol! wondertul ! let this be Chronicled in England for after Ages, 
that all Vag ſt: ares may dread and fear (oto attront the Almighty 
exc-pt they Jare (ay, they are ſtronger then he. 

Aid all this hath been without any juſt cauſe given at any time 
by thar Pe ple wich was the objeft of this Law z ſo that Men 
that had but the leaſt meaſure of righteouſnefs and equity, could 
never have proceeded our to have inflicted ſuch a height of puniſh- 
me.t, withour (ome juſt groyid, 

And all thag ever was prete1ded was but ſuſpition, which never 


_ 6211 be paralleld; to be proſecuted to ſuch a height of ſuftering 


without a j:t pod given ; ajrhough occait 7 hath been conti- 
nually {ought aud watcucd for, but never found; but the Lord 
hath 
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(3) 
hath preſerved his People innocent and harmleſs; and therefore 


is he engaged to plead their Cauſe into whoſe handit is wholly gi- 


ven and commited, |, 


7. 'T'delire you alſo, to conſider ſeriouſly in the fear of the Lord, 


what effeCts and fruits theſe things hath brought forth, 

Firſt, I believe it hath brought hundreds of Gods People to 
their Graves; it bath alſo rendered this Realm, and the Gover- 
nours of it cruel, 1athe eyes of all People, both withinits own 


body, and in other Nations ;, belides the guilt of innoceit blood 


lies upon this Kingdome, 

Since which time the Lord in his judgment hath t:zken many 
697 hi of its People away by his two Judgments, Peflilence and 
Sword. . 

And before. any. of this was, when you firſt entered into this 

Kingdome; | wasſent'gf the Lord to you, to informe you, truly 
of the ſtate and condition of our People: And when 1 came be- 
fore thee oh [ing. 
*-1 told thee 1 was come tothee in the behalf of an innocent, 
harmleſs, peaceable People; which words I-would then and ever 
ſince, and.thould at this-day ſeale with my blood, if I were'pue to 
it ; and. thy anſwer was to me; 1f they be peaceable, they ſhall be 
protedted. 

I alſo wrote to thee ſeveral times concerning our faith and 
princjples ; how. that ,we,could not ſwear for Conſcience fake; 
neither could we take up Armes, nor-Plot, nor contrive to do 
any Man wrong nor injury, much leſs the King. 

[ alſo told. you, that we muſt worſhip God; for God required 
it of us. 

We did likewiſe give you, many of our Books, which contain- 
ed our faith and principles and doCtrine, that thereby we might 
be tryed by the Scriptures of truth (which albof you do profe(s) 
whether our Principles were erroneous or no; and to that pur- 
Poſe we gave, our Books to the King and Parliament z and to the 
Biſhops, and Miniſters, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 

Our Books were ſold openly amongſt all people; and our 
-Priheiples declared in a Declaration, and freely holden forth to 
the whole World, | 
.. Wealſo defiredthat we might have a Meeting of the Biſhops or 
Miniſters of the Land, and that our friends' would freely and wil- 
lingly give them a Meeting. that thereby they and we, -might be 

A 2 tryed 
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A Letter (cnt to the King from M F.&c. 
© Kino CHARLES, 


1 deſire thee ty read this ovir, which may be for thy 
ſatisfaftion and prejit. 


N the fear of the Lord God ſtand ſtill, and conſider, what 
thou and you have been doing thele (ix years, l11ce the Lord 
brought you peacea''ly into this Realm, and made you Ru- 
lers over this People, The righteous eye of the Almighty 
hath been over yo, and hath (een all your doings and aCtions, 

What Lawes have you made or changed, fave ſich as have laid 
opprefli »1 and bondage on the Conſciences of Gods People ? and 
that of 19 lefs penalty then Baniſhment out of their Native Country, 
The greateſt crime that you could find with the People of God, 
was, that they obezed and w:i1ſhiped Chriſt Feſus; (o that the great- 
eſt itroke that hath appeared of your |: ſt:ce hath been upon ſuch 
a5 you counted Oftenders for worthiping of God; In ſo much that 
ſeve:ial of your Judges of the Land have feveral times,ſaid in open 
Court to any that did confeſs that they mit to worſhip the Lord God, 
That, tht was crime enongh, whereby they could proceed to Ban= 
uhment; and when it was asked in open Court ; whether it was 
now bec.me atranſzr: ſin. or a crime in England to worſhip God, He 
that was thenthe Chief Juſtice of England anſwered 5 Des, yes z 
On wordertu]! let this be Chronicled in K»gland for atter Ages, 
thar all Vag {t:ares may dread and fear (to altront the Almighty; 
exc-pt they Jae (ay, they are ſtronger then he, 

Aid all ris hath been without any juſt cauſe given at any time 
by thar Pe pie wich was the objeCt of this Law ; ſo that Men 
that had but the leaſt meaſure of righteouſnefs and equity, could 
never have proceeded onto have inflicted ſuch a height of puniſh- 
me.it, withour (me jpilt gron nd, 

And all thag ever was preterded was but ſuſpition, which never 
can be pa'allel4; to be projected to ſuch aheig!t of ſuffering 
without a j-t 30nd given ;-a;rhough occait +2 hath been conti. 
nuaily (ought aud watcucd for, but never foundz bur the Lord 

hath 
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hath preſerved his People LEN. and harmleſs; and therefore 
is he engaged to plead their Cauſe into whoſe hand it is wholl Y gl. 
ven and commited, | 

. 'Tdelire you alſo. to conlider ſeriouſly in the fear of the Lord, 
what effeC&ts and fruits theſe things hath brought forth, 

Firſt, I believe ic hath brought hundreds of Guds People to 
their Graves; it bath alſo rendered this Realm, and the Gover- 
nours of it cruel, iathe eyes of all People, both withinits own 

body, and in other Nations ;, belides the guilt of innoceut blood 
lies upon this Kingdome, 

Since which time the Lord in his judgment hath rzen many 
thouſands of its People away by his two Judgments, Pefiitence and 
Sword. 

And befaore.any. of this was, when you firſt enteredinto this 

Kingdome; I wasfent'ef the Lord to you, to informe you, truly 
of the ſtate and condition of our People: And wheul came be- 
fore thee oh ling. 
'-I told thee 1 was come to thee in the behalf of an innocent, 
harmleſs, peaceable People; which words I would then and ever 
ſince, and.ſhould at this day ſeale with my blood, if I were put to 
it ; and thy anſwer was to me 3 1f they be peaceable, they ſhall be 
proteded. 

I alſo wrote to thee ſeveral times concerning our faith and 
principies ; how. that ,we could not ſwear for Conſcience (ake; 
neither could we take up Armes, nor-Plot, nor contrive to do 
any Man wrongnor injury, much lefs the King. 

[ alſo told. you, that we mult worſhip God for God required 
it of us. 

We did likewiſe give you, many of our Books, which contain= 
ed our faith and principles and doCtrine, that thereby we might 
be tryed by the Scriptures of truth (which allof you do profe(s) 
"whether our Principles were erroneous or no; and to that pur- 
Pole we gave our Books to the King and Parliament z and to the 
Biſhops, and Miniſters, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 

Our Books were ſold openly amongft ali people; and our 
-Priheiples declared in a Declaration, and freely holden forth to 
the whole World, | 

We alſo deſired that we might have a Meeting of the Bipops or 
Miniſters of the Land, and that our friends would freely and wil- 
lingly give them a Meeting. that thereby they and we, -might be 
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eryed by the Scriptures, which of us was in the error :--= where. 
upon thou waſt pleaſed to grant us our requeſts; and promiſed 
us that we ſhould have a Meeting, which was but reaſonable; but 
the Biſhops and thoſe that was concerned, feared that their cauſe 
would not hold ſtitch with the rule of the Scriptures; and (0 
they turned it off; when our friends wereready; and would not 
giveusa Meeting 3 this ation of theirs did clearly manifeſt them 
to be out of the life and power of the Scriptures; for Chiiſt Je- 
ſus ſaid co thoſe that he (ent forth, that they ſhould nor be afraid, 
for he would give them a mouth and wiſdome, that all their adverſaries 
þ u'd nt be able to gain-ſay nor reſiſt ; and likewife the Apoſtle when 
he wrote to his Son Timothy, in the 2 Tim"thy 2.24,25,26. andthe 
Servant of the Lord (faith he) muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
Men; apt to teach; patient, in meekneſs inftrufting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, if God peradventure will pave them repentance, and come 
#0 the acknowledging of the truth. &c, | 

If they had beenthe Miniſters of Chrift, and in the Apoſtles 
Do: ine, they would have caken this way with ns ; they would 
have endeavoured to have convinced us by ſound Doftrine, or at 
leaſt have tryed us this way, before they had put the civil Magi- 
ſtrates upon it to make Laws againſt us3 bye this manifeſted their 
ſpirits and principle; for they rather chooſed to deliver us up to 
you, that had the Whip and the Scourge in-your hands; and that 
which they could not do by ſound DoQrine; they put it upon. 0» 
thers to do it for them by compulſion. 

Bur the all-ſeeing God, hath ſeen all this. 

And all this we did that you ſhould not be ignorant what we 
could do; and whar wecould not do. 

| coid you alſo that we could giveunto Ceſar, the thing that 
was Ceſars ; and giveunto God alfo the thing that was $, 

And this is a witneſs for the Lord in this day that he pleads. 
that you were not ignorant. 

[ alſo wiit to thee to beware how thou ruled in this Nation,fo. 
the people of this Nation was a britle people generally ; & behdes 
them the Lo-d had a people here that was dear unto him, 

And 1 dei ed thee not to touch them, nor hurt them; I alſo 
deſi. edthee t>bewa' e of the Councel of the Biſhops; for if thon 
hearkne.l to their Conncel, they would be thy ruine; for it was. 
their Counce] was the rune of thy Father ; for their counſel is 
the ſaine that Reboboams young Men was 5 read what the Lord did 

with 


) 
with that King inthe x, of Kinks MK 12. Thou knoweſt this is true 
their counſel] :5 to make the burthen heavier, as theirs was. 

All chis with much more | wrote to thee, and warned thee of; 
I can truly (ay inthe fear of the Lord; In much love and tender= 
nels to thee; and now I may (ay unto thee, for which of theſe 
things haſt thou kept mein Priſon three long Winters, in a place 
not fit for people to lye in; ſometimefor wind-and ſtorm and 
rain, and Fometime for (moak ; ſo that it is much that I amalivez 
but that the power and goodneſs of God hath been with me. | was 
kept a yearand (even Months in this Priſon, before | was ſuffered 
to fee the Houſe that was mine, or Children or Family, except 
they came to me over two dangerous Sands in the cold Winter z 
when they came with much danger of their lives; bur lince che Jaſt 
Aſfizes | have had a little more reſpe& from this Sherrff chen for- 
merly from others.And in all this Iam very well ratisfied ; aud 
praiſes the Lord who counts me worthy to luffer for his lake, 

For 1 never did thee nor any other man inthe Nation any wrong 
and fol may fay for many more of cur Friends that haveſuffered 
even untill death; and all that we could write or ſpeak we were 
not believed, and all the warnings that we gave of Judgments ; 
and cold you plainly we had done ſo with other Governours be= 
fore you ; and how the Lord had overthrown them z and defired 
you many times to beware leaſt the Lords Fudgments came over 
you alſo; but all was to no purpole,for as long as there was peace 
in the Land the maine bulineſs of the Parlizment was to invent 
Lawes to puniſh and perſecute Qnuzkers ; but to make Lawes to pu- 
niſh vice, fin and wickedneſs, aud laſciviouſnel(s,we had but a litrle 
of ſuch Lawes, 

And now after all my (ſufferings, inthe ſame love thatT viſited, 
cheeinthe beginning,l defirethee once more to fearthe Lord God 
by whout Kings rule, and Princes decree juſtice, who ſets up one and. 
pulls down another at bid pleaſure, 

And let not the g'ilt or the burden of that word that paſſed 
from thee at Bred: lieupon thy conſcience, but as thou promiſed 
whenthou waſtin diſtreſs, and alſo renewed- it many times fince, 
that thou would give liberty to render Conſciences: in the fear 
of the Lord performe ir and purge thy Conſcience-of it, and 
hearken not to wicked Councellors that hath ſtopped it in thee: 
all chis time, for they will bear none of thy burden for thee, when 
the Lord pleads for breachof Covenant wich hinzaad bis people x; 
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[ know it hath been often in thy keart to performe it, and thong 
haſt ſeen what fruit the want of it hath brought forth. 

So if thou loveſt thy eternal peace and comfort with the Lord, 
try what the performauce of it will bring forth, who wilt there- 
by ſee thou haſt hearkened to wrong Councellors, 

Andevery mortal Man hath but amoment in this life, either tg 
ſerve, fear, and hononr the Lord, and therein to receive mercy 
fromhim,orelſe totranſgre(s, 110,diſobey.,and diſhbonour him,and 
ſoreceive the judgment of eternal milery, | 

So never aoneot you knows how long, or how ſhort your day 
may be; therefore fer not man that can kill the body, but fear the 
Lord who when be hath killed the body can caſt the ſoul into hell; yea 1 
ſav unto you fear him, 

Fromatrue lover of all your ſouls (though a ſufferer by you.) 
and thedelire of my heart is that you may take theſethings into 
conſideration betime before it be too Jate; and (et open the Priſon 
doors and lec the innocent go free, and that will take part of the 
burdena1d guilt off you,leſt the door of mercy be ſhut toyoy, 

From my Priſm at T 

L anc :fter Caſtlethe Margaret Fell. 

6. 4,6, Mon. 1 666. 


To the eMaziſtrates and People of England where this 
mai Com?. ; WM 
Hat is the matter with che Chriſtians of our age, ! and of 
our Enoliſh Nation that hath been Jooked upon to be a 
Garden and aNzrcery inChriſtianity and Rebgion- beyond all other 
Nations, that have made {© great profellion of God-and Chriſt, 
and of the Scriptures; and are they turned perſecuters and Law 
makers againſt Chriſtianity ? and againſt thoſe that arein che ſame 
ſpirit of God, power and fellowthip as. they werein, that gave 
forth the Scriptures which the people of England profeſles ; and 
are theſe now become the greateit enemies that England have,and 
for no other cauſe but becauſe they worſhip God, and obey Chriffs- » 
command, ani abiles in bis Dodrine, and bears the ſame Teſtimony 
of truth, and ReſurreGion of the ord Feſus Chriſt as the Apoſtles: did - 
And all that they do, and a&, and fpeak;and ſuffer for,is according 
coScriprure, a1d nothing that they ſuffer for is contrary to the 
Scryptures; is theſe things becomea crime in England ? and is 
this thegreateſt- offence that Enz/and hath taken with the Page 
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of God ? even becauſe they 02.7 iathe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
obeys his DuCtrine. Dh take up a Lamentation foz England, 
ſurely thereis ſome heavy, fad, and grievous Judgment waiting 
upon her; and is not hardneſs of heart and a reprobate mind, and 
a ſeared Conſcience one of the greateſt Judgments that can befa]l a 
people?- and 15 not this already ſeized upon the Law makers of 
En:land, that have hardned their hearts againſt the Lord and his 
penple; as if they had no other enemies but they, who never 
did them wrong nor hurt,nor never delired or intended any hurt 
againſt them,bur hath ever deſired their good,8& peace, &welfare, 
and that they might come to the true knowiedge of the Lord, 
and tothe true knowledge of his truth, as it 1s in Jeſus. 

Which they clearly manifeſt they are ignorant of, by their 
making of Lawes againſt choſe amongſt them that tears God, and 
worſhips him, and gives glory to his name, thongh they be free= 
born Envliſhmen and women, nr have they tranſgrefſed any juft: 
Law of England, untill tkey were forced to make one, to make 
chem tranſgreſſors with, though they be of the ſame Religion 
that they themſelves profe(s ,” they profels Chriſt and the <crip< 
turesin words, but thofe that come to the works of Righteouſe 
neſs and to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, which is the work of 
God, ſuch they perſecute and make Lawes ayai- ft; ſo that Eng- 
land appears now as if jt would (hut Chriſtanicy out of its do« 
minion, and what will they bring in and (et up next ? ſeeing they 
baniſh our Chriſt and his Memhers, and (c vanes and funts, and 
ſo makes them {laves that be freeborn Faglifh men, which hath 
been a bleſſing unto them, and to the Land wherein they lived, 
and no hurt to them, and if they had given them che liberty of 
their Conſcience- to have ſerved the Lord God, they might have 
been partakers of the bleiſing wich them ; but being that they 
have turne\ their band againſt the Lord, and turned their (word back. 
wards againſt the Righteeus ; Curely the Lord will plead for this, 

and ſiirely there will a recompence come, for its hard ct» ſtrive a. 
gainſt the Lord,and to touch his Anointed,a2d ro do his Prophets 
ay harm, when they were but few in number, he reproved icings 
for cheir ſake; and heis the ſame now, hechanges not, and his 
arme and power is the fame, and his Righteonfne(s is tne ſame, 
which is t- be revealed upon the head of the wicked, and he is 
engaged r:> plead the cauſe ofthe innocent, who hath nopleader in 


the Earth, aud his eye. fees and beholds all caeActions of the 
Children, 
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Children of Men,and thoſe * ds againſt him and his ſervants, 
he takes ſpecial notice of, and be ſaw the afflidion of bis people 
formerly, when they were afflited in Egypt, aud beard their cries, 
and knew their ſufferings ; and ſurely he is the ſame now as he was 
then z and as he hath (aid himſelf, in 4s much as you do it unto my 
little ones, you doit unto me; this he ſaid when he knew that his 
next appearance (hould be in his Saints: and certainly thoſe that 
perſecuted his Saints even without a Law, when they had none, 
and contrary to ſeveral Lawes of England (as ſeveral of the (er- 
vants of the Lord hath ſuffered) hath Chriits ſervants been per- 
ſecuted by choſe that were in power formerly, and they chat did 
this, and they chat make new Lawes; certainly if Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles had been and were upon the Earth they would have done 
the ſame unto them; but all theſe things the Lord hath taken no- 
rice of, and they are written where they cannot be bloted our ; 
and a!] the righteous blood chat hath been ſhed lince Abel, and all 
che Saiats ſufferings in all ages the Lori bath taken notice of, and 
2ll thoſe Chriſtians in theſe latter times, where ſeveral have been 
ampriſoned to death for the Chriſtian faith ; - all this the Lord hath in 
everlaſting remembrance ; and when he comes to make inquiſition 
for the blood of his faints and fervants, it will bea hard and a fad 
av for the afters and fighters zgaiuft God 3 fo all ye Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates beware what ye di, and keep your hands out of 
blooC, any perlecutionor theinaocent, and let that which is paſt 
ſuyface,forvc wil kad ic heavy eyzough ; and for the time to come 
dreadand fearthe Lord God of Heaven and Earth; that bath all 
your lives and breath in his hand to give and take away at his plea- 
ſure; and do not that waich may incur the Lords diſpleaſure 
egainſt you, by making Children fatberleſs, and wives widows, as 
thereare already feveral in England at this day ; it's better for 
you to offend Man tizen God, and ſo endanger yourmortal ſoul:, 
fo mind that which co:1ceras your eternal peace, -and the eternal 
welfare of yonr ſouls; and this I am moved of the Lord to for- 
wari you of, leaft you bring wee and miſery on your ſouls, and a 
gener:] jud 2ment onthe whole Land, and this is true love unto 
you, a1d thedelireot the general peace and good. And remem- 
ber that you were warned from a priſoner of the Lord in Lan- 
caſter Caftle. ; 

7th, day tb. Mon, 1664- Margaret Fell, 
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